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**~We Ask Our Church to 
Give Us a Chance” 


UR CHURCH has told us to open our hearts to Christ 
QO and to be true stewards of his, but why open the 
doors just part of the way? We, the young people 
of our church, have found in Christ what we believe to be the 
only way of life! As Marjorie Patterson says, “We have had 
a dream planted in our hearts . . .’’ and we strive to 
have our church back us up all the way in following this 
dream .. . {We are restless young people who have to 
be cautious because our Christ-like living must conform to 
our pattern of society! We are restless because we want the 
““§0-ahead”’ signal that will enable us to cast aside the barriers 
that keep us from living the “more excellent way.’ {It seems 
that it is time to face the question squarely. Our church is 
taking a grave chance in its partial rejection of the moral law 
set up by Jesus, our Master. Is it that the young people are 
outgrowing their church in Christian thought and living? 
We want to put our dreams to work. We want to go all the 
way in building with Christ and we ask our church to give 
us a chance.—MONICA JACKSON, Wilmington, N.C. (Letter 
on page 2.) 
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Letters to the Editors 





Says Situation Negates Gospel’s Principles 





Approves Marjorie Patterson Article 


To the Editors: 


Having been reared in the tradition of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, and dedicated 
while a sophomore in college to “follow 
Christ all the way” as a minister of the 
gospel, I should like to say that I agree 
with the point of view expressed by Miss 
Patterson in the article “How Far Can 
Young People Go In Following Christ?” 
(THE OUTLOOK, Aug 19). 

Miss Patterson’s statement, “It is cruel 
to plant a dream in our hearts and then 
build a fence around us,” is a fitting and 
poetic way of revealing the situation in 
which young leaders find themselves to- 
day. However, I should like to add that 
the circumstances which she describes are 
more than cruel. They are a disregard 
and a negation of the principles which 
they pretend to uphold. The conditions 
and practices in the church which seem 
to say that the disruption of established 
socia] thought, and doctrinal patterns is 
too great a price to pay for the ideal 
of “following Christ all the way” are 
forces directed against whole-hearted sub- 
mission to Christ, denials of the revela- 
tion of God in Divine Providence, and dis- 
tortions of the Christian conception of 
leadership and the priesthood of all be- 
lievers, 

The church may continue to want lead- 
ers who will be content to maintain the 
status quo as it exists in those patterns of 
life named above. It may want leaders 
who will listen more carefully to the 
wealth, tradition, and social powers of 
its membership rather than to the voice 
of God in their hearts. And if that be 
the case, then the church will find to its 
shame and dismay, that rather than main- 
taining the.status quo or achieving spirit- 
ual growth, it has really permitted itself 
to become stagnant and degenerate, ig- 
norant of any means to fulfill its mission 
in the world and powerless to preach the 
gospel to dying souls. The church visible 
will discover that its leaders are not lead- 
ers at all, but rather figureheads, lack- 
ing intrinsic authority and dead to the 
vital power of Truth in Jesus Christ, 

In view of this danger which threatens 
our church, the young people who are 
training for leadership and even now ac- 
cepting responsibilities are determined to 
“follow Christ all the way” in the high- 
est sense of the term. We pray that God 
will give us the courage and insight to 
serve Our church in these days which 
must be days of revival and purification. 
We respect the heritage which is ours, 
We desire to take advantage of the wis- 
dom of the past. And because we love 
our Lord and seek his Truth, we may do 
nothing but embrace it when by his grace 
we find it. And we shall strive to pre- 
serve the Christian fellowship of the 
ehurch as one in which every man is 
free to “follow Christ all the way.” 

lL. J. TESTA. 
Washington, D. C. 


High Resolves and Practical Demand 
To the Editors: 


In regard to Marjorie Patterson's arti- 
cle, I wish to express further the feeling 
of young people as we aspire and search 
for the “More Excellent Way of Life.” 

For the past few years the Assembly’s 
Council of the young people of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church has spent deep 
thought and prayer in selecting themes 
which would search the hearts of young 
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people and help them to follow Christ 
more nearly. It is the “More Excellent 
Way” of living that young people have 
been challenged to follow. To Live Christ 
is their goal! 

The mountain-top experiences which we 
have at young people’s conferences and 
the high resolves we make while there 
are no good—indeed, they are dangerous— 
unless we can follow them through. When 
we go back to our home churches the 
things we wish to take home are con- 
sidered ideal—but impractical. The pro- 
grams built around our aspirations seem 
to be dealing with the intangible because 
these ways do not seem to be useful in 
the moral and social order we have helped 
to set up. . . . Closed doors keep us from 
going over the threshold into corridors of 
opportunity. 

Our church has told us to open our 
hearts to Christ and to be true stewards 
of his; but why open the doors of our 
hearts just part of the way? We, the 
young people of our church, have found 
in Christ what we believe to be the only 
way of life! As Marjorie Patterson says, 
“We have had a dream planted in our 
hearts. . .” and we strive to have our 
church back us up all the way in follow- 
ing this dream. We are puzzled at the 
factions which have come up in our South- 
ern Church, which, according to the stand- 
ard of Christian living, are anything but 
Christ-like. 

We are restless young people who have 
to be cautious because our Christ-like 
living must conform to our pattern of 
society! We are restless because we want 
the “go ahead” signal that will enable us 
to cast aside the barriers that keep us 
from living the “More Excellent Way.” 

It seems that it is time to face the ques- 
tion squarely. Our church is taking a 
grave chance in its partial rejection of 
the moral law set up by Jesus, our Master. 
Is it that the young people are outgrow- 
ing their church in Christian thought and 
living? We want to put our dreams to 
work. We want to go all the way in 
building with Christ and we ask our 
church to give us a chance! 

MONICA JACKSON, 
Student at the Assembly’s Training School. 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Kindling Flame 
To the Editors: 

Marjorie Patterson has sounded the real 
spirit of Presbyterian youth—and yet, be- 
cause of oppressions knowingly and un- 
wittingly by the multitudes of our “more 
cautious leaders (?)” she is as a small 
voice crying in the wilderness. 

To those of our elders who roundly 
condemn liberalism, may I suggest that 
here is the real liberal—who is finding 
truth and is not afraid to accept it and 
build a richer Christian fellowship upon it. 

May Marjorie’s letter be the kindling 
flame for a long needed awakening in our 
church, 

BILL SENGEL. 
Davidson, N. C. 


Springs of Belief and Action 


To the Editors: 

Miss Marjorie Patterson certainly has a 
legitimate complaint against the Presbyte- 
rian Church, US, and she presents her case 
in very clear terms. It appears, however, 
that she has fallen into an error which 
is common among us these days: in her 
zeal for social reform she has identified 


Presbyterian reaction with orthodoxy to 
Presbyterian doctrinal standards. Many of 
those who crusade for much needed social 
enlightenment are also campaigning for 
a drastic revision of our standards. (See, 


for example, the letter from Kenneth 
Phifer in the same issue.) An upsurge of 
activism must, however, be careful not to 
destroy the surest foundation for true 
Christian social action, which springs from 
our beliefs. 

When a layman, a professional soldier, 
tells us that THE problem facing the 
world is one for theology, we would do 
well to consider our own theology very 
seriously, for many have missed the truth 
which lies in it. The well-spring of a 
liberal social program lies not in the in- 
herent value of man as man, but in the 
value of man as an object of the love and 
providence of a God who is not only 
Father but also sovereign. The doctrines 
of our Westminster Confession of Faith 
provide us with a sounder basis for social 
action than any which have yet been pro- 
posed as substitutes. Let us remember 
that our spiritual father, John Calvin, was 
largely responsible for the introduction 
of a state-owned textile industry in Ge- 
neva to raise the economic status of the 
citizens. Merely to change our standards 
will not revolutionize our social atti- 
tudes. 

Miss Patterson’s problem is a real one, 
but an even greater problem faces an- 
other group in our church, of which I am 
one. We share Miss Patterson’s liberal- 
ism in social matters, but we decry her 
feeling that our standards must be dras- 
tically altered. On the other hand, we 
find that many who share our theological 
position seem to be social reactionaries. 
One group wants action without what we 
deem the proper creedal foundation for 
action, while the other group seems to 
hold to that foundation in theory, yet re- 
fuses to act on it. We of the third group 
are caught in a cross-fire! ° 

This whole question was admirably 
treated by Dr. John M. Alexander in two 
articles in your paper under the title, 
“Must a Theological Conservative Be a 
Social Conservative?” in November, 1943. 
His conclusions pointed beyond a doubt to 
the fact that the surest basis for real 
social liberalism lies in a conservative 
theology. . .. 

ARCH. B. TAYLOR, JR. 
Buffalo Valley, Tenn. 


May We Have More 
To the Editors: 


I was delighted with Miss Patterson’s 
plea . . . that Jesus Christ be unhin- 
dered in the lives of our young people by 
well-meaning saints who have not pon- 
dered over the idealism and_ spiritual 
struggle of today’s youth. May we have 
more along this line. 

J. M. WAGGETT. 
Hartwell, Ga. 


Strange Roots, Strange Fruit 
To the Editors: 


. A good many years ago I had to 
prepare a paper on Socialism for a min- 
isters’ union. From that day I have not 
believed in Socialism. This political doc- 
trine is now much emphasized in the dis- 
guise of the Christian religion. . .. I 
see the outworkings of your doctrine in 
the last General Assembly and also in the 
later meetings of the summer at Mon- 
treat. 

The thousand pities of it all, your So- 
cialism has become rooted, all but amaz- 
ingly rooted, in our home mission office 
in Atlanta, in our foreign mission office in 
Nashville, and I consider the woman’s of- 
fice in Atlanta a veritable hotbed of it. 

JAS W. MARSHALL. 
El Dorado, Ark. 
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Leading Ministers 
Urge That Amnes y 
Be Granted All COs 


Southern Presbyterians Join More 
Than 300 in Petition to Truman 


New York (RNS)—More than 300 
leading ministers of Protestant denomi- 
nations have urged in a letter to Presi- 
dent Truman that he grant amnesty to 
conscientious objectors still in federal 
prisons. 

The letter, released here by Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher, honorary chairman of 
the Committee for Amnesty, recalled 
President Truman’s address at the meet- 
ing of the Federal Council of Churches 
in Columbus last March, and referred 
to his emphasis on freedom of con- 
science and religion. 


“Sharing this concern for religious 
liberty and freedom of conscience,’”’ the 
letter said, “the undersigned are 
troubled by the fact that 1,500 of the 
6,000 conscientious objectors sentenced 
uncer the Selective Training and Service 
Act of 1940 are still in federal prisons.” 

It further pointed out that objectors 
who have completed their sentences, or 
have been paroled or conditionally re- 
leased, are still penalized by the loss 
ot important civil rights. 


Violates Cherished Heritage 


‘“‘However, we may personally view 
their beliefs with regard to war and 
conscription,” the letter continued, “‘we 
feel that this treatment of a minority 
group motivated by the highest ideal- 
ism . . . is not in keeping with the 
heritage of freedom of conscience and 
religion which you and all of us cherish. 

“Among the first acts of Allied armies 
in occupying Axis and satellite coun- 
tries was the liberation of political of- 
fenders, including conscientious objec- 
tors, held in prisons and concentration 
camps,” the statement declared. ‘In 
Great Britain, from which the war took 
a much greater toll in blood and treas- 
ure, only 13 objectors remain behind 
bars, in contrast with the 1,500 in 
United States’ prisons. It is surely re- 
grettable that here in the United States 
men whose only crime has been fidelity 
to conscience should continue to be 
pupished in some cases with sentences 
which will not expire until 1951. 

“By an executive amnesty, the men 
still imprisoned in our country can be 
freed and full civil rights restored to 
them and to the others already re- 





NEWS BRIEFS 


By Religious News Service 








GREENSBORO, N. C.—wNorth Caro- 
lina Baptists overwhelmingly approved 
the offer of the Z. Smith Reynold Foun- 
dation, under whose terms Wake Forest 
College will be moved to Winston- 
Salem and the college will receive an 
endowment ranging from $11 million to 
a possible $50 million. Recommenda- 
tions are being offered that another 
Southern Baptist theological seminary 
be established on the present site of 
Wake Forest College. PHILADEL- 
PHIA—tThe 55th General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, which 
meets here September 10-20, will be 
called upon to consider a resolution re- 
questing that the term “layman’’ be 
understood to include women. CHI- 
CAGO—Charles Ray Goff, pastor of 
Chicago’s famous ‘“‘skyscraper church,”’ 
the Chicago Temple, has denounced cur- 
rent religious radio programs as ‘‘scan- 
dalous,” declaring that religious radio 
broadcasts ‘‘are with a few blessed ex- 
ceptions dominated by  crackpots.’’ 
CHICAGO—Federal Communications 
Commissioner Clifford J. Durr urged re- 
ligious groups to make greater use of 
radio, asserting that it is the best tool 
they have for laying foundations of 
national and international justice. He 
declared that “religion should speak 
over the radio on the major issues of 
the day.” NEW YORK—Warning of 
totalitarian influences in race relations, 
Jobn LaFarge, S. J., editor of America, 
national Catholic weekly, told 1,800 stu- 


dents attending the Summer School for 
Catholic Action here that totalitarian 
elements, such as the Communist Party 
and the KKK “make a special use of 
race relations’? and regard race ques- 
tions as “an effective sounding board 
for their own theories.”” GENEVA (By 
Wireless)—More than 3,000 youth or- 
ganizations have been formed in the 
American zone of Germany to replace 
the Hitler Youth groups. These re- 
ligious groups are said to be numerically 
the strongest of the youth organizations. 
NEW YORK—First meeting of the ad- 
ministrative committee of the newly- 
formed Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs will be held with- 
in the next three or four months, prob- 
ably in London, according to Walter W. 
Van Kirk, of the Federal Council of 
Churches’ staff. NEW YORK—A spe- 
cial committee of Japanese and Ameri- 
can religious educators are holding 
regular meetings in Tokyo to lay the 
groundwork for the establishment of a 
united Christian university in Japan. 
T. T. Brumbaugh, of the International 
Missionary Council, will leave here soon 
to direct the project. DALLAS—In the 
first three nights, a mammoth youth 
revival in Dallas built attendance to 
more than 10,000 people, most of them 
teen-agers. The revival was interde- 
nominational in scope, although it was 
run largely by students of Baylor Uni- 
versity, Baptist school in Waco, Texas. 





leased. In the name of religious liberty, 
and as ministers, we respectfully urge 
youn to grant such amnesty.” 

The letter to the chief executive fol- 
lowed adoption of resolutions urging 
amnesty by many denominational 
bodies. Southern Presbyterian signers 
are listed on page 16 of this issue. 


Former Southern Woman Heads 
Presbyterian, USA, National Council 
A Southern Presbyterian who has won 
distinction in the service of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, is Mrs. John Irvine, 
formerly Gertrude White, daughter of 
Dr. W. C. White, pastor at Churchville, 
Va., from 1909 to 1934. Mrs. Irvine, 
now living in Pittsburgh, Pa., has been 
elected chairman of the National Coun- 
cil of Woman’s Work’ of her: denomi- 
nation—a position corresponding some- 
what to the chairmanship of the 


woman’s work committee in the south- 
ern church, involving much travel and 


many conferences throughout’ the 
nation. Her term of office is for four 
years. 


Mrs .Walter W. Moore Dies 
At Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Mrs. Walter W. Moore, 86, wife of the 
former president of Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia, died at her native 
Winston-Salem, N. C., August 20, two 
years after suffering a hip injury while 
visiting there. Mrs. Moore was Miss 
Loula S. Fries, a member of a promi- 
nent Moravian family. She and Dr. 
Moore were married in 1886, and to- 
gether saw the removal of the seminary 
from Hampden-Sydney to Richmond. 
Since Dr. Moore’s death in 1926, she 
had continued to maintain her home in 
Richmond. 
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FROM THE CONFERENCE CENTERS, I. MASSANETTA 





Judd Says Asia Wants ‘True Democracy’ 


Opening the Bible Conference at Massanetta Springs Dr. 
Walter H. Judd, member of Congress from Minnesota and 
former medical missionary to China, made a plea for the 
church to “get on her knees in penitence and then lift her 
head and work for Christian freedom.’ Said he: 

“The Russians know exactly what they want, just as the 
Nazis and the Japanese knew what they wanted. But we 
in America are still in the negative. We don’t know what 
we want—we know what we don’t want. . Germany 
has lost most of the richest parts of her agricultural and 
industrial territories. That means that you have 65 million 
Germans with a food supply for 30 or at most 35 millions.” 

There are three things Americans can do about this. 
“We can starve those 35 millions, which is the cruelest 
weapon ever invented. Or, we may be forced to feed 
them indefinitely as we are doing now. But we will not 
do it because we are not disciplined to do it. Third, we 
can repudiate the Yalta and Potsdam agreements and start 
again on a just peace. There is no way out except to go 
back and say what is just and what is right. And who is 
able to say that but the Christian church? Maybe there 
have been times in the past when the church has failed 
in a historic crisis and maybe it will fail now, but where in 
a broken and confused world can we go for guidance but 
to the church? 


Asia's Pressing Importance 


“Most of us have not known much about Asia and we 
have thought that what happens there is not of much im- 
portance. But remember that through Asia we got into 
World War II, and if we have a World War III, it may 
come again through Asia. Look at the feverish way Britain, 
Holland and France are trying to restore their empires in 
the Far East. Remember, too, that Russia understood the 
importance of China. Russia poured more money into Com- 
munist China in 1922 and 1923 than any other nation in 
the world. Asia is right at our front door, right in our 
laps, as it were, and yet we do not seem to realize the 
importance of it.” 

Dr. Judd outlined four ways that Asia can go in the 
immediate future: (1) Large parts of Asia can be pushed 
back into decadent empires once again. If that happens, 
Asia will explode. (2) She can go into a new imperialism— 
the new, hot, ruthless imperialism of Russia. I am not 
speaking critically about the Communists. They announced 
the rules and regulations they would follow, but the trouble 
is we did not believe them. We wanted them to play by 
our rules. (3) The way of racialism. It is the way of 
the colored nations against the white nations, Asia for 
the Asiatics. It failed this time, but don’t think the idea 
did not take root and it may break out again. We don’t 
want to take a stand against these things, but we ought 
to take a stand for these people. (4) Give them the way of 
genuine democracy. They still trust us in Asia, not because 
of our present activities, but because of our past per- 
formances. They trust us because we have stood by our 
pledges and made good our promise to the Philippines, and 
Asia wants to follow that pattern. I am not saying this 
to wave the flag. I am saying it because it is the truth. 
Is there any democracy where the Christian church did not 
build the conception of God as Father of all mankind, and 
men as brothers? How can we get the fruits unless we 
grow the roots? Only under the belief of God as the Father 
and the men of all nations as his sons will we grow a 
democracy.”’ 








F the economic, political or social views of congrega- 
tions are to determine the message of the minister, 
he ceases to be God’s man and becomes a chaplain 
speaking comfortably to his employers or a professionally 
qualified master of ceremonies.—G. BROMLEY OXNAM. 


Stanley Jones Urges World 


Government 


Never in human history has man been so afraid of war 
and so in revolt against it, said E. Stanley Jones at the 
Massanetta Bible Conference. ‘The conscience of humanity 
has arrived at the place where it repudiates war. If this is 
true on a wide scale then why do we go to war? The 
answer is that we go to war because we have no alternate 
method of settling international disputes. We go to war 
because we have no government over us to which we can 
refer disputes.” 


In America, he said, there is everything which produces 
war between nations—sectional differences, racial differ- 
ences, religious differences, economic selfishness and groups 
bidding for power. ‘‘Then, why,” he asked, ‘‘do we not go 
to war? Because we have a government over us to which we 
can refer our disputes. The French, the Germans, and the 
Italians have fought periodically through the centuries, but 
the French, Germans and Italians in Switzerland have lived 
together in harmony and peace. The reason is that there 
they have a government over them to which they are all 
loyal. War, therefore, is not instinctive nor is it a racial 
characteristic.”’ 


Union Without Surrendered Sovereignty 


Two patterns are emerging as methods to keep us out of 
war, said Dr. Jones. One is leagues, pacts, treaties and 
charters between sovereign nations. The other is a world 
government patterned after a federal union. ‘The former,” 
he said, “will not keep us out of war. We had 4,800 
treaties in operation when World War II came on. We 
broke them as Sampson broke the green withes which bound 
him. Leagues, pacts, treaties and charters are only truces 
between wars. We will continue to go to war until we get 
a government over us with three things: (1) Moral au- 
thority; (2) Courts of justice; (3) Police power sufficient 
to bring the culprits before the courts of justice to be tried 
by tribunal rights. 

“We know now why the League of Nations failed. It 
broke itself upon the law of God that says, ‘He that saveth 
his life shall lose it.’ ‘We were trying to have a union 
without any surrender of sovereign rights to that union. 
It cannot be done. The UNO is also attempting to have 
union without any surrender of sovereign authority to 
that union. It, too, is doomed to failure unless it goes be- 
yond itself and becomes a world government. In the UNO 
all the nations are still sovereign and, therefore, com- 
petitive, therefore, suspicious of each other, and, therefore, 
the situation goes from tangle to tangle. 


America’s Demonstration of It 


“Tf the nations do not surrender sovereign authority will- 
ingly, they must do it unwillingly because war comes along 
and immediately takes over sovereignty. We have been 
in America a demonstration ground that people from all 
nations can live together in harmony under a federal union. 
If we can do it, the world can do it. 

“We are nearer to federal union in the world than we 
think. President Truman has said, ‘We must have a world 
republic. It will not be more difficult than the establish- 
ing of our republic.’ Mr. Beaven has spoken of Britain as 
ready to surrender her sovereignty to a world government, 
and Mackenzie King, of Canada, has said practically the 
same thing. One individual, a friend of mine, who inter- 
viewed all the members of the San Francisco Conference, 
found that every single one was in favor of a federal union 
in the world except one. Thirty-four state legislatures have 
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already passed resolutions favoring world federal union. ... 
We thought we had 100 years or more in which to evolve it, 
but the atomic bomb has smashed all our time tables. 
This generation must come to world government or to world 
ruin.”’ 


Divided World Needs United Church 


Turning to the church, Dr. Jones asked if, while the 
world is seeking unity, the church can remain disunited and 
retain any moral authority. “It is unthinkable. A divided 
church in a divided world lacks moral authority. There are 
two patterns for church unity. One is to have everybody 
sign on the dotted line, accept the same church government, 
the same ordination, the same rites and ceremonies, thus 
creating one new church. If we wait for this kind of unity 
we will wait a long time. 

“The other possibility is a federal union in which we 
would have one church in America—the Church of Christ in 
America. Under that we would have branches—the Epis- 
copal Branch of the Church of Christ in America, the Bap- 
tist Branch of the Church of Christ in America, the 
Nazarene Branch of the Church of Christ in America and so 
on. In the local branches there could be states’ rights, self- 
government. If any group wanted a bishop they could have 
a bishop and look on him as they like, but they would not 
compel the rest of us to take a bishop as the price of 
union. If the members of any branch wanted adult immer- 
sion they could have it, but they would not compel the rest 
of us to accept it. Over these branches there would be a 
General Assembly representing the sovereign body. There 
the total church would speak. If it could speak now with 
a united voice it might guide the world into a new era. 

“Christians of America, unite! You have nothing to lose 
except your dividing walls!” 


‘Greatest Hour of Christian 
Missions’ 


In his address on India, E. Stanley Jones, noted mission- 
ary, emphasized that ‘‘at last the voice of British democ- 
racy has spoken through the Cabinet Mission now in India.” 
Hitherto, he said, ‘‘the voice of ‘empire’ was speaking in 
regard to India. This time it is different and India sees the 


Il. MONTREAT 








The present situation in China will require patience on 
the part of the United States, according to Frank W. Price, 
noted missionary to China who has been on special duty for 
the Chinese government and on special missions for Chiang 
Kai-shek. Speaking to a Montreat audience, Dr. Price said: 

“China is now convalescing from a long and hard war 
which brought invasion in half the country. Convalescence 
from a long illness often is as difficult as the illness. Many 
problems will require time for complete recovery. The 
political situation is not hopeful, but it also is not hope- 
less. Very strong forces for peace and unity are at work 
now in China, but the problem is a very complicated one. 
I believe the American policy in China—that is, to help 
China toward peace and unity—is right. 

“Russia has recognized, and is recognizing, the national 
government of China as the legal government, but, on the 
other hand, Soviet Russia undoubtedly is giving moral sup- 
port to the Communists and there is a very strong ideologi- 
cal connection between Russia and the Communist Party in 
China. 

“While the Communists have some very real social 
achievements to their credit, the methods they use and their 
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difference. The speech of Mr. Attlee and the coming of the 
cabinet ministers has changed the climate of a sub-continent 
from bitterness to trust and confidence. The conflict has 
now shifted from Britain to a conflict between the National 
Congress, which wants a united India under a federal union, 
and the Moslem League, which wants a separate Moslem 
section where they are in the majority—in the north and 
east.” 

At the moment, said Dr. Jones, these seem to be tied up, 
but when the Congress and the Moslem League sit down to- 
gether they will find a way out of this apparent impasse, 
he is confident, and a free India will emerge. In India, he 
declared, ‘‘empire’’ has liquidated itself and this means 
hope for the other subject races of the world, for India is 
the key of empire. Freedom of India means freedom every- 
where. The age of empire has passed. 

Six months after India gains her freedom, said Dr. Jones, 
Britain will be popular in India. One Nationalist declared, 
“We will send the British out as master, but before the 
boat has gone out of the harbor we will call them back as 
friends.” 


Difference in China and India 


Regarding Christian missions in an independent India, 
Dr. Jones said that if the missionaries cannot throw them- 
selves in with this new India wholeheartedly they had bet- 
ter leave. “There is no place for them.”’ The missionaries 
in China, nationally speaking, have been popular. The 
missionaries in India, nationally speaking, have been un- 
popular. Why? Because on the whole the missionaries in 
China have thrown themselves in with China and have suf- 
fered, bled and died with China. On the other hand, the 
missionaries, on the whole, in India, have stood more or 
less with imperialism, afraid of what would happen in an 
independent India. 

Upon his return from China, Nehru was quoted as having 
said that if the missionaries in India would take the atti- 
tude that the missionaries in China are taking, India could 
not withstand their message. A free India, said Dr. Jones, 
would be free to choose. A subject nation is psychologi- 
cally incapable of taking the religion of its conquerors. 
“Only when India is sure of herself politically will she be 
free to choose spiritually. We believe that a Christ dis- 
entangled from the domination of the West will appeal 
powerfully to this new India, for there is an inner affinity 
between them. The greatest hour of Christian missions has 
now dawned.” 


Frank Price Says America’s Policy in China Is Right 


tactics in the present effort to bring about national unity 
definitely follow the Russian plan. This creates a great 
problem in China. The majority of the intelligent, liberal, 
patriotic Chinese do not want a Communist-controlled 
China. On the other hand, they are demanding some very 
radical reforms in the Chinese government.”’ 


America’s Responsibility Now 


In a later address, Dr. Price spoke on “Our New Re- 
sponsibility and Danger in China.’’ Said he: 

“To stay in China is the responsibility of all western 
democracies, but especially America’s. Russia is ready to 
influence China for a century. We cannot pull out now. 
Communists and Russians would like for us to leave China— 
to them. The U. S. is working for peace and unity, not to 
foment war, to strip factories and to exploit China’s re- 
sources; not to gain special concessions or economic con- 
trol, but because of our ties with China. 

“The Marines in North China soon will leave. They have 
been there, in General Marshall’s judgment, to help, not to 
hinder, the effort for peace. But we cannot, and must not, 
withdraw our relief, rehabilitation, our help in rebuilding, 
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our connection with the Chinese church, our Christian wit- 
ness and service. 

“To let China ‘stew in her own juice’ is not a Christian 
policy. Our human lot is indivisible. . . China’s turmoil 
is our turmoil, China’s peace will be our peace, and the 
world’s peace.”’ 


More Christian Men Needed 


America’s responsibility to China, according to Dr. Price, 
includes sincere help and patience in every way to express 
and to demonstrate further American understanding and 
friendship. Even as John Leighton Stuart has been sent 
to China as ambassador from this country, ‘other Christian 
men should be sent as diplomats, into business and foreign 
trade, to constructive enterprise.’’ Criticism at this time, 
he said, must be constructive in order that the forces for 
democracy in China may be helped and strengthened. A 
final responsibility, he said, is to build with China for peace. 
“We need men and women not with atomic fire, but with 
moral fire for righteousness in public and social life.” 

Now is the time, says Dr. Price, to reach Soviet Russia for 
Christ—through China. ‘“‘The long border calls us to get 
through to Russia, our untouched mission field, for world 
Christianity. But only strong, enthusiastic Christianity 
with a powerful ideology—convictions—with a _ global 
strategy, with prophetic ideals of justice, with the redemp- 
tive passion of the Cross, will attain in Russia today. Only 
healthy democracy, the cooperative commonwealth, a vital 
religion, will have the power. . . There is no hope of a 
truly peaceful world, of a Christian world, without religious 
freedom and the free witness of the church in Russia.’’ 

This responsibility, says Dr. Price, is on the Christians of 
America, of China, and of the world. Withdraw the 
Marines—but never the missionaries. Give up military 
force—but never our moral force. We will not, and must 
not, leave China to Russian influence; rather we will press 
on in China—for God.” 


Four Reasons For the Church’s 
Presert Opportunity Cited 
by Latourette 


Despite the (politica) and cultural) storms of this age 
the Christian Church is advancing; indeed, this is one of 
the greatest ages in the history of the church, declared 
Kenneth Scott Latourette, professor of missions at Yale 
University, in a Montreat address. Four reasons for this 
advance, he said, are: First, Christianity is evenly dis- 
tributed over the earth today. In the last thirty years 
the Christian Church has doubled its membership and 
more than doubled it in many places—Africa, India, China, 
Japan, the Netherlands, and in many parts of South 
America—especially in Brazil—and also in Mexico. 

Second, said Dr. Latourette, Christianity is more deeply 
rooted among more peoples than ever before. In 1910 five 
nations were represented at a world missions conference; in 
1928 at Jerusalem, there were more churches from outside 
Western civilization; in 1938 at Madras, more than half 
the representatives were from non-white races and the dele- 
gates were young, vigorous Christians. 


More Widespread Influence 


In the third place, more influence on mankind as a whole 
is felt today than ever before, despite the fact that Chris- 
tianity is still a minority movement in the world. The 
speaker mentioned Sun Yat-Sen of China, whose writings 
and teachings are widely influential. He said that Ghandi, 
while not a Christian, is so influenced by Christianity that 
when he enters upon his periodic fasts, he does so with the 
New Testament and Christian hymns as “necessary fortifi- 
cation.” 

Christians of the world are coming together as never be- 
fore, said Dr. Latourette, mentioning the International Mis- 
sionary Council, the World Council of Churches, the World 
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Student Federation, the YWCA, and other world organiza- 
tions of Christians representing as many as 90 major de- 
nominations and many of the minor ones. 

All this, he said, leads one to feel that we are living in 
the youth of the Christian Church, and that the great days 
are ahead. The great stream of Christianity is more and 
more flowing through the Protestant rather than the Roman 
Catholic Church. The reason for this is that the main 
strength of the Roman Catholic Church is in western 
Europe. But Western Europe is in a state of decay from 
which it will never fully recover. 


British Loan Was ‘Hard-Headed 
Business Transaction’ 


According to Judd 


The United States can afford to go along with Britain, 
France and Holland as far as Europe is concerned, but this 
nation cannot hold to the pre-war policy of imperial dynas- 
ties in the Orient, in the opinion of Dr. Walter H. Judd, 
Minnesota congressman, as he expressed it in an address 
at the Montreat conferences. He spoke of his vote for the 
British loan “after much prayer and heart-searching,” but 
he said, this was not a loan; rather it was a hard-headed 
business transaction whereby we both get what we want; 
but if this money is to be used by Britain to rebuild the de- 
cadent British colony in Burma—then God help us! Asia 
will explode for sure if the old Colonial plan is rebuilt there. 

“In our foreign policy we can follow the plan of friendly 
assistance. Our policy in Asia has been, and still is, to work 
toward human freedom. This is the foundation upon which 
this nation was built. We do not need to be apologetic over 
this for a foreign policy. . . If we decide today to stand 
firmly with the central government of China, we may save 
the day in Asia. 

“Actually, you know, the war is not over; only the shoot- 
ing has ended. Now the ideological and political war is 
on to determine who won the war and whose ideology will 
survive in the future. All the world knows this, except the 
United States. . . . The future world depends largely upon 
the kind of Europe which is to come out of the havoc 
wrought there, and what kind of markets will be avail- 
able to Asia. . 


Stassen Asks for Optimism 


“It has been just a year since that dramatic and long- 
leoked for occasion, when MacArthur accepted the sur- 
render of the Japanese and officially brought an end to 
World War II,’”’ said Harold E. Stassen, former governor 
of Minnesota, at the Montreat conferences. “In the months 
since then science has‘revealed a new frontier in the power 
of the atom. In this first year has come to light, also, 
that there are tremendous problems in the world——800 
miliion people who are hungry, 750 million refugees. . 
Surely there has been unrest at the end of every. war, 
and the challenge to us now is to reach out to the people 
of the world witk some hope, founded upon the principles 
we know are right, for peace. . 

“If we are afraid we cannot succeed. We must share 
Christian faith—the only hope there is for lasting peace— 
and constantly interpret this faith in treaty building. Ours 
must be a policy that thinks of others. A nation can 
do this. Mankind is inherently selfish, but there is in the 
heart of every Christian human being a regard for the 
dignity of mankind and a desire to see his fellowmen 
advance. . . We need to develop the world-wide respon- 


sibility of this nation. Let us look forward with confi- 
dence and hope and optimism toward the future world, 
remembering that down through the ages progress has 
come because men and nations have done what others said 
could not be done.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Whither Montreat? 


Montreat has had a good year—jf at- 
tendance is the criterion. The cottages 
have been filled; gate receipts have been 
unusually high. Some of the programs 
offered have been exceptionally strong, 
presenting outstanding speakers who 
brought challenging messages for the 
present day. Visitors have been agree- 
ably surprised at the visible progress 
made on the building of the new Alba. 

If we can read the signs there is a 
new interest in Montreat throughout 
the church, a growing recognition of the 
tremendous influence which this institu- 
tion now has on the life of the church 
and of the greater influence which it 
may have in the future. 

Under these circumstances it is im- 
portant that there should be a clear 
understanding about the ownership and 
control of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation (i. e., Montreat). A full re- 
port was made on this subject to the 
reneral Assembly of 1941 by a com- 
mittee of which B. K. Tenney was the 
chairman, 

Montreat is a corporation, three- 
fourths of whose stock is held under a 
trust agreement for the benefit of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. Ss. This 
Stock is voted as a unit by a group of 
trustees, sixteen of whom are elected 
by the sixteen white synods, and thirty- 
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four of whom are elected by the General 
Assembly. According to the constitu- 
tion these trustees can control and 
direct the program, policies, and work 
of Montreat. As a matter of fact, the 
trustees do nothing but elect the direc- 
tors (maximum of twelve, minimum of 
seven) in whom actual control of Mon- 
treat and all its activities is vested. 


In recent months there have been 
divided votes within the board on some 
very important issues, the vote stand- 
ing sometimes 6-6, and sometimes 7-5. 

At the annual meeting of the corpora- 
tion (early in August), Dr. Nelson Bell, 
former missionary to China, now a resi- 
dent of Montreat, was nominated as a 
thirteenth member of the board. When 
it was pointed out that twelve was the 
maximum number allowed by the con- 
stitution, attention was called to an- 
other provision of the constitution (re- 
cently ignored) which provides that no 
one can be elected as a director unless 
he is a member of the corporation (i. e., 
has been elected as a trustee by synod 
or General Assembly or holds stock in 
hig own name). Three members of the 
board did not so qualify. Two of this 
group—Mrs. Robert Glasgow and C. 
Grier Davis—were denied re-election on 
this account; qualifying stock was pro- 
vided for the third (as it could have 
been provided for the other two) and 
Dr, Bell was elected as a new member 
of the board. During the course of 
these proceedings, Mr. George Wright, 
prominent attorney of Asheville, a long- 
time member of the board, who has 
served for many years without compen- 
sation as legal adviser of the corpora- 
tion, offered his resignation. Though 
re-elected by the trustees he has sub- 
sequently insisted that this resignation 
be accepted. 


The fifty trustees, who vote the con- 
trolling stock of the corporation, live 
in various parts of the church. Be- 
cause of this fact, because in the past 
they have assumed little responsibility 
for the policies of Montreat, in part, it 
may be, because the corporation does 
not pay their expenses to the annual 
meeting (at least one member received 
no notice of the recent meeting), the 
attendance on the annual meeting of 
the corporation is not as large as it 
ought to be. Hardly a half, it is said, 
attended the meeting just described. 


Because Montreat now plays so large 
a part and is destined to play an even 
larger part in the life of the church, 
because the board of directors is facing 
important decisions on which Montreat’s 
future for many years will depend, be- 
cause there are important vacancies to 
fill and others likely to occur in the near 
future, because this great institution 
beiongs to the whole church and not to 
any individual, or to any group or party 
therein, it is important that the synods 
at their fall meeting, and the General 
Assembly next May, elect trustees who 
are able and willing to attend the 
annual meeting in August (it might be 
well to elect men who own cottages and 
are accustomed to visit Montreat at this 





DID YOU KNOW 


—only 441 of the 3,495 Southern 
Presbyterian Sunday schools partici- 
pated in leadership training classes 
in the year ending March 31, 1946 








By R. L. ST. CLAIR ? 











geason of the year), and who have a 
broad vision of what Montreat may 
mean to our own church and therefore 
to the Kingdom of God on earth. 


Guests at Synods 


With 17 4=xSouthern’§ Presbyterian 
synods making ready for their annual 
meetings it will help greatly if those 
who attend these meetings will put 
themselves in the place of their hosts 
and realize something of the difficulties 
of entertainment. Particularly is this 
fitting in considering the entertainment 
of the wives of representatives and of 
other friends of the synod. In view of 
a severe tax on housing conditions in 
most instances, it will be the better 
part of caution or of consideration to 
have no visitors who will require enter- 
tainment except in cases of special and 
particular invitations. This is no sur- 
mise on our part; indeed, there are 
broad hints to this effect here and there 
throughout the synods. 


Congratulations— 


—to Lees-McRae College upon secur- 
ing the services of an able new president 
in the person of Roswell C. Long. Dr. 
Long’s interest in this institution, at 
the center of Banner Elk’s fabulous 
plant, has spanned the years. He will 
be able to lead the college on to even 
greater achievements in the years ahead. 


Hebron to New Province 

From mid-July until the last of Au- 
gust, Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, who 
have moved away to distant parts, have 
been making their way back to the old 
home church in the Valley of Virginia 
to celebrate 200 years of rugged faith 
and stalwart service. Five of these 
churches, all situated in Lexington 
Presbytery, have observed their bi- 
centennials, one after another, begin- 
ning with Hebron and going on to New 
Monmouth, Timber Ridge, Bethel and 
New Providence. Noted men and women 
who have been sent out from these 
churches into various forms of Chris- 
tian service have gone back to speak 
or to mingle with the crowd during 
the observance. Many former pastors 
have returned for the reunions. 

Some distinguished names have been 
connected with these great churches. 
Hebron was a product of a revival move- 
ment. North Mountain Meeting House 
was organized in 1746 into a church 
under the leadership of a New Side 
preacher, the noted John Blair. From 
McCermick, inventor of the reaper, and 
New Providence Church came Cyrus H. 
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GUEST EDITORS 


Unity Begins at Home 
By G. Bromley Oxnam 

We are told that charity begins at 
home. Let me alter that truism to a 
more timely one—unity begins at 








Mary Moore, ‘“‘Captive of Abb’s Valley.”’ 
Henry Ruffner, onetime pastor at Tim- 
ber Ridge and later president of Wash- 
ington College, distinguished himself in 
his fight for a free public school system 
in Virginia. Nearby, and from _ in- 
fluences in that church, there began 
Liberty Hall Academy, later Washing- 
ton College, finally, Washington and 
Lee University. 

Bethel’s old building is famous in his- 
tory for its connection with the struggle 
for religious freedom in Virgina in the 
days immediately following the Revo- 
lution. It was here that Hanover Pres- 
bytery in 1784 prepared the famous me- 
morial to the Assembly on ‘‘Certain in- 
fringements of religious liberty” which 
existed in the state. Next year, Patrick 
Henry introduced a bill to provide state 
support for all ministers of religion in 
the state. This aroused the Presby- 
terians of Virginia and when presby- 
tery met in Bethel in 1786, a call was 
issued for a general convention to be 
held at the church in August. Here a 
paper prepared by William Graham, of 
Liberty Hall was adopted and sent to 
the Assembly, which not only defeated 
Patrick Henry’s bill, but formed the 
substance of Thomas Jefferson’s famous 
bill establishing religious freedom in 
Virginia, and under the leadership of 
James Madison, its substance reportedly 
was incorporated in the Constitution of 
the United States. 

There have been many able and eftec- 
tive ministers serving these old churches 
and able leadership is attracted to them 
today. Congregations and ministers 
have put a premium on education; they 
have underscored the central impor- 
tance of character in a man’s life; they 
have seen at the very center of all their 
concerns the requirement that their 
Christian faith shall be dominant and 
they have made it so. 

One might suppose that all this 200 
years of history would impede the 
progress of such an area; that congre- 
gations would be so conscious of their 
past as to miss challenging opportuni- 
ties of the present. In these instances, 
at least, it is not the case. The people 
want their churches to be progressive— 
moving on to new achievements. Officers 
and ministers have a forward look. And 
Lexington Presbytery, of which these 
five churches form an important and 
influential part, is one of the most ag- 
gressive presbyteries in many lines of 
activity in the entire Assembly. 

For the glorious history of noble ac- 
complishments, we salute Hebron, New 
Monmouth, Timber Ridge, Bethel and 
New Providence. For the great chal- 
lenges which call for their deepest de- 
votion today and tomorrow we bid them 
Godspeed. 
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home. Since the day we sought, fought 
for and gained our independence, unity 
has been the basis of our American 
strength. It was incorporated in our 
very name. 

It is fitting, therefore, that there 
should now be convened in the United 
States a great assemblage of freemen 
working to solve, in international 
terms, the everyday problems of hu- 
man relationships. With this gather- 
ing of the United Nations, we see world 
unity beginning at home—our home. 

No more appropriate site could be 
chosen. For this country of ours is 
a vast laboratory where many varied 
groups of people have experimented in 
the science of human relationships. In 
successfully cultivating that science, we 
have proved that people of different 
races and creeds can live and work to- 
gether in peace. We have proved that 
a people devoted to freedom will in- 
variably triumph over the forces of dis- 
unity. 

We have had many such triumphs in 
the past. The Know-Nothing Party, 
the Black Legion, the Ku Klux Klan, 
the Christian Front—many such ugly 
movements, trading on racial and reli- 
gious bigotry, have tried to make head- 
way among us. But Americans have 
always risen to defeat them. Havy- 
ing reared a great democracy upon the 
Brotherhood of Man, we are quick to 
recognize the hallmark of tyranny- - 
the base appeal to turn against our 
neighbor and trespass on his rights. 

Respect for human rightd is em- 
bodied in our Constitution, affirmed in 
our courts and nourished in our 
schools. Flowering in the boundless 
energy and talents of our _ people, 
weathering the storms of depression 
and war, our belief in the sanctity of 
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the individual has proved the bulwark 
of security for all Americans. 

The United Nations is now dedicated 
to that belief. For, on this closely knit 
globe, peace is transient and tottering 
unless we succeed in protecting the 
individual human rights of people 
everywhere. In asserting “the dignity 
and worth of the human person” and 
“the equal rights of men and women 
of nations large and small,’”’ the United 
Nations Charter stands solidly upon 
the basic precepts of religion, set forth 
by the prophets of Judaism and Chris- 
tianity alike; tried, tested and de- 
fended by generations of Americans. 

The full measure of our support goes 
to the men and women now gathered 
here to translate these ideals into ac- 
tion. The opening of the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations, sched- 
uled for September 3 in New York, 
will launch a nationwide observance 
of United Nations Week. Schools, 
churches, clubs, community centers, 
newspapers, radios—all will partici- 
pate. United Nations Week will have 
the backing and active cooperation of 
every man, woman and child from 
coast to coast, in a demonstration of 
unity unparalleled in this country. 

Yes, the foundations for one world 
are being laid in the United States. 
World unity is beginning here—at 
home. But it is in the homes and 
communities of each one of us that the 
impetus to solve the tough, everyday 
human problems of living together has 
its origin. It is there that liberty of 
conscience and recognition of the dig- 
nity of man find their first roots. It 
is there that the men and women of 
goodwill, delegates of the fifty-one 
United Nations, will find their inspira- 
tion. 





ture, 


Something New, Something Different 


Read it carefully; give it to a young person >= 


The next twenty pages of this issue are an innovation—a popular fea- 


we trust, in our annual schedule. 
Handbook,” an education supplement. 


larly in mind: 


We call it our “Going-to-College 
It is planned with these groups particu- 
(1) Young people of our church who will be seniors in high 
schocl during the coming year; (2) Southern Presbyterian young people who 
will be in college during the 1946-47 term: (3) Parents and older friends 
who witl counsel young people in preparation for college careers which will 
begin next year. It is our hope and expectation that the book will be referred 
to many times during coming months; that the information contained there 
will be highly useful; that the words of wisdom in the different articles will 
be quoted on many occasions. : 

We expect to develop this handbook into an annual feature. Suggestions 
from all quarters will be welcomed. The _ pre-publication response on the 
part jof pastors has been tremendous, as, at their request, we have reserved 
thousands of copies of the book for distribution in their congregations. Aux- 
iliary Secretarics of Christian Education or men’s or young people's groups 
wiil want to see to it that their high school seniors and college-bound young 
people get a copy. 

Individual subscribers may wish to detach the supplement at the center 
staples aud put it into the hands of some younger friend. We hope they will 
do this. They will also wish to clip Dr. Foreman’s ‘‘Prayer for All Freshmen” 
on page 9, immediately following the supplement, and put it where a 1946 
Freshman wiil chance upon it. 

A limited number of these handbooks are available at the office of the 
publishers at 10 cents per copy, cash with order. 

















